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Poetika tajii ve Valeckové tvorbé

Dilo Jaroslava Valetky se v kontinualni, logicke linii vyviji uz od konce devadesatych let, kdy autor dokontil studia na prazske Akademii
vjtvarnych umeni. Od roku 1991 prosel malitskou Skolou Jifiho Sopka, socharskym atelierem profesora Hendrycha a absolvoval staze
v Némecku, Norsku a Nizozemi. Mimoto behem studii ziskal nékolik oceneéni, jako je napfiklad Cena Sorosovy nadace (1993) nebo Cena
Hlavkovy nadace (1996).

Pfes samotnou existenci nebézneho a propracovaneho celku dila, i pres veSkere doklady o kvalitée tvorby v podobé ziskanych oceneni,
byla jeho autorska cesta k iispechu spletita. Prosadit se v teto dekade s krajinomalbou na pomezi realismu a magickeho realismu, pripadne
s lyricky ladénou portretni malbou, ktere se autor vénuje paralelné v druhe tematicke linii sveho dila, nebylo jednoduche. Nekolik prvnich
roku bylo tristnich.

Dnes, po letech vytrvale prace, behem niz jej spojeni s nekolika malymi galeriemi, utast na rozsahlych vystavach jako byla v roce 2003
Perfect Tense v Jizdarne Prazskeho Hradu, a spoluprace se zahranicnimi galeristy, dovedlo k nezpochybnitelne existenci na ceske vytvarne
scene. V soutasnosti patfi Valetka k jedném z nejvyraznéjsich autorit mladsi stredni generace.

Ve sve malitske ceste navazuje na linii klasicke figuralni a krajinatske malby. Pracuje s vyrazem, ktery se vyznacuje vysokou mirou
expresivity, podané vSak peclivym, €istym zpuisobem, balancujicim na hrané naivizujiciho zjednoduseni.

V zajeti panoramat

Krajinomalba je ve Valetkové pfipadé zcela nezamenitelna s pracemi jinych autori predevsim diky nalehave atmosféere nostalgie, zmaru
a pustoty. Jeho krajiny jsou analytickou studii osameni - jsou nevhodné pro Zivot, nehostinne, mnohe jsou vyobrazeny ve sve zimni podobe,
ktera tento vjem jen umochuje. Typicke jsou pro néj pohledy na holou horskou krajinu, do hloubi lesa, na opusténa podhorska staveni - vybira
si zmnoha moznosti, jez krajina nabizi, prave ty, ktere se vymykaji okamzitemu divackemu pfijeti, zachycuje ty, k nimz si divak musi vztah
nejprve vybudovat.

V tichych, rozjimavych panoramatickych pohledech a v desivych lesnich zakoutich je uzaviena jedna z linii autorovy malby. V jine linii do
krajin klade lidskou stafaz. Nejcasteji se v kompozicich objevuji zastupy vesnickych obyvatel, anonymni dav sroceny vetsinou u pfileZitosti
néjakeho obfadu (sroceni kolem ohné uprostfed lesa, tajuplna vesnicka svatba uprostied sychrave, zimni plané). Tyto vyjevy nejvice
pfipominaji podivne, nedefinovatelnée pohanske ritualy. Postavy se pak vice nez jednotlivym lidskym osobnostem blizi krajinnym prvkiim —
nezivetnym, nicim neurcujicim sve zamery. V naproste vetSiné pripadii nemaji tva¥, zadna z lidskych bytosti neni popsana do dusledku
fyziognomickych rysi, kazda je stinem, dojmem, pfedstavou o lidstvi. Dohromady hraji roli: svedectvi o existenci zarputilych horali Zijicich
v puste, nehostinné krajiné s drsnym kouzlem. V drsnosti a anonymite krajiny se tak zrcadli i osobnosti obyvatel — panorama severoceskéeho
pohraniti je ve Valetkovych obrazech iizce propojeno s atmosferou Sudet obydlenych vzajemné cizimi lidmi spjatymi povrchnimi vztahy
s minimem emocniho aspektu.

Pojeti figury

Vedle krajin se Valetka venuje i figuralni malbg, ktera se vyznacuje podobné symbolistnim ladenim, jako krajinomalba s lidskou stafazi.
| zde Valetka pracuje s anonymitou, prazdnosti, tajuplnosti, jez dohromady evokuji magickou chvili, tajemny az mysticky oder nesouci se
kolem zobrazovanych. Da-li se pro jeho tvorbu hledat predobraz, tak v ramci figurace vede cesta jednoznacne k dilu Edvarda Muncha.

Nahé, necudneé divky jsou zahaleny zavojem, portrety osamelych muzii v prostorné, prazdnée mistnosti jsou zahaleny stinem, portrétovani,
ktefi jsou nejvice odhaleni, maji fyziognomii i kolorit zmrtvjchvstalych. V nejzazsim, ale castem pripade Valecka zachycuje smrt — sinale
umrlce v rakvi, zeny na pokraji psychickeho vycerpani, spadle napfic kompozici.

Tematika Valetkovych obrazii rozhodné neni vesela. Je tajuplna, v nekterych pripadech symbolistni, drsna. Necitelna. I jeho figuralni
tvorba odpovida nerudnosti sudetskeho prostfedi, v nemz tasto pobjva.

Valecka se skrze sve obrazy nenabizi, hleda podobne ladenéeho divaka. Vyviji se, formalne i obsahove, od vystavy k vistave a kazda nova
svedti o kontinualni, promySlene tinnosti. | tento katalog v tomto ohledu nese své zrale ovoce.

Katefina Tuckova



The poetics of enigmas in the work of Jaroslav Valecka

The work of Jaroslav Valetka has evolved logically and continuously since the end of the 1990s, when the author finished his studies at
Prague’s Academy of Arts. Since 1991 he has gone through the painting studio of Jiti Sopko, the sculpture studio of Prof. Hendrych and has
been on scholarships to Germany, Norway and the Netherlands. Apart from all that he received various prizes, e.g. The Soros Foundation Prize
(1993) or The Hlavka Foundation Prize in 1996.

However, despite the sheer existence of an extraordinary and elaborate integrity of his work or the evidence about its quality which the
prizes have seemed to suggest, his pathway to success has heen complex. It has not heen easy to push through in the past decade or so with
a landscape painting on the edge of magical realism, or with lyrical portrait painting, which the author has simultaneously been pursuing in
the second thematic line of his work. Particularly the first few years were quite pathetic.

Nevertheless, years of relentless work, cooperation with smaller galleries at home and abroad and taking part in extensive exhibitions,
e.g. Perfect Tense in 2003 at Prague Castle’s Riding-Hall have slowly made him an indispensable name on Czech art scene. Valetka is
currently rated one of the most outstanding representatives of the younger middle-aged artists.

His painting follows the classical line of figural and landscape painting. His work is highly expressive, yet very painstaking and stylistically
pure, balancing on the edge of a simplified naivety.

Captive unto the panoramas

Valecka's landscape painting is absolutely unique especially because of its intensive feeling of nostalgia, ruin and dreariness. His
landscapes are analytical studies of loneliness: they are inhospitable and unfitting for life. Some of them are winter landscapes, which makes
the mentioned feelings even stronger. Valetka's paintings typically depict bare mountain sceneries, deep woods and abandoned piedmont
houses. Out of the many possibilities that his landscapes offer he characteristically chooses the ones that pass the spectator’s acceptance,
and depicts the ones to which the spectator is yet to relate.

Two lines of themes can be distinguished in the author’s work: the first one develops silent, meditative, panoramic views and awesome
forest sceneries. The other line shows landscapes with people. These are most often countrymen, anonymously mobbed at a local occasion,
e.g. around a fire in the woods or at a mysterious rustic wedding on a damp winter plain. These sceneries recall bizarre, indefinable pagan
rituals. His figures tend to blend into the landscapes: they are inanimate and indefinite. In most cases they have no face, and none of the
humans is depicted with physiognomic accuracy. They are shadows, impressions and representations of humanity. As characters in a play
they witness the existence of obstinate highlanders in a waste and inhospitable land of a peculiar magic. The roughness and anonymity of the
landscapes mirror the characters of the inhabitants. Valetka's paintings make the panorama of northern Bohemian borderland link closely
with the dreary atmosphere of mutually alienated people and their minimal emotionality.

The figuration concept

Valecka's figural painting is typical for its symbolism: it is a landscape with a staffage of humans. Here again he emphasises anonymity,
emptiness and mystery, evoking moments of magic and the mysterious aura of the displayed figures. If his figuration recalls any models at all,
it is most definitely the figuration of Edvard Munch.

Naked, shameless girls are covered with a veil; portraits of lonely men in empty, spacious rooms are covered with a shadow; the
portrayed characters which are stripped most have the physiognomy and the colouring of the resurrected. Valetka also often deals with
the extreme case of death: ghastly pale dead men in coffins, women on the edge of psychical exhaustion, people fallen across the
composition.

The themes of Valetka’s paintings are by no means frolic. They are mysterious and in some cases symbolist and bleak. They are cynical.
His favorite Sudetenland’s atmosphere resonates with his figures.

Valecka does not court popularity. He is looking for a spectator who can understand. He develops formally and thematically from one
exhibition to another and this shows his continuous ingenious pursuit. This catalogue gives evidence of its fruits.

Katefina Tuckova
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2006, 104x108 cm, olej na platné / oil on canvas
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